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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the social and economic condition of sugar
cane farmers in the study area; (2) their sugar cane farming management methods; (3) their needs for
development of sugar cane farming management methods; and (4) problems and suggestions of sugar
cane farmers. The study population consisted of 732 sugar cane farmers in Bo Ploy District,
Kanchanaburi Province, who had made production contracts with New Krung Thai Sugar Mill Limited.
Using the Yamane method, a sample of 259 farmers was chosen by simple random sampling. Data
were collected using a structured interview form and statistically analyzed by using computer software
to find frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, mean and standard deviation. The results showed
that (1) The majority of sample farmers were male, mean age 49.93, and educated to primary school
level. They had an average of 5.59 household members, used an average of 2.49 household members to
work on the sugar cane plantation, and hired on average 8 .6 6 outside workers. All of them were
members of the Sugar Cane Farmers Association. Most did not hold any social position or office. Their
average household income was 1,262,162.16 baht a year. Their average income from sugar cane
production in the 2014/2015 production year was 996,139.00 baht. They used their own capital to
invest in sugar cane production, amounting to 134,633.20 baht a year on average, and also borrowed on
average 654,128.44 baht a year from the sugar mill. (2) The sample farmers followed the recommended
practices for sugar cane plantation management to a high level because they had long experience in
sugar cane production and had been taught by their ancestors. In the case of a few recommended
practices that they did not follow, it was because they lacked the necessary equipment. (3) The farmers
interviewed had a high level of demand for development of sugar cane production management
methods. They wanted officials from the sugar mill or the government sector to come and visit them at
their plantations or their homes. They wanted more information on how to choose an appropriate
cultivar for their farming area as well as information on modern planting and growing methods. (4)
Overall, the farmers reported a high level of problems with sugar cane production. The major problems
were drought and uneven rainfall, along with a shortage of sugar cane cutters during harvest season.
They recommended that the government or related private sector enterprises should help supply
materials for soil improvement, sources of water, and low-interest loans. They should develop the skills
of sugar cane cutters. The farmers also wanted the agricultural extension workers from the sugar mill or
government sector to visit the farmers more often and help them when they lacked resources.

Keywords: Sugar cane management, Sugar cane farmers, Kanchanaburi Province
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